
 

 

 
 

Can  
 

Subject​ + ​can​ + ​present form verb​ + ​noun​ / ​noun phrase 
 
Time Chunk​       ​Location Chunk 
 
We use this to talk about ability. 

 
Positive 
 
I​ ​can​ ​speak​ ​Japanese​. 
I​ ​can​ ​go​ to ​the bank​ ​tomorrow​. 
 
Negative 

 
I​ ​can​ ​not​ ​read​ ​Chinese​. 
We​ ​can​’t​ ​take​ ​this bus​. 
 
Questions 

 
Can​ ​you​ ​cook​? 
Can​ ​he​ ​hear​ ​that sound​? 


